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tory, and the memoirs of those earnest and useful men who have given 
the labors of their lives to earn for them a wide influence and a per- 
manent good name. In addition to its biographical interest, this book 
has a high value in the record it contains of the experience of a col- 
lege. We see here what methods were tried ; how various plans were 
thwarted or aided ; the obstacles encountered ; the encouragements 
received ; the measure of success attained. It is the picture of college 
interior life, with its periods of quiet study and seasons of riotous in- 
surrection ; its grave, earnest men, and boys sometimes rude, almost 
always thoughtless ; with now and then its elements of mirth also, 
the comic and the grotesque. 

The College of South Carolina has had a brief existence in com- 
parison with Harvard, or William and Mary. Yet its affairs have been 
managed with so much energy, and in general with so much discretion 
also, as to make its history a matter of interest and value to all who 
have the oversight of such institutions elsewhere. Neither the scholar 
nor the politician can read with indifference the annals of a College 
whose destinies have been guided by such men as Maxcy, Cooper, 
Preston, and Thornwell, and where men of so rich and varied attain- 
ments as Elliott, Henry, and Hooper have devoted all their zeal and 
learning to the business of instruction. 

With our high estimate of the value of this book, we cannot re- 
frain from expressing our regret that its contents were not reduced 
to half the present dimensions. It lacks compression and compactness. 
A style, too, of more simplicity and repose would have suited the sub- 
ject better. The portraits of eminent Professors seem to us, who look 
at them from a distance, drawn in rather glaring colors. A more quiet 
and subdued manner throughout the book would have made the read- 
ing of it far more pleasant. 



3. — Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World. With Narrative 
Illustrations. By Robert Dale Owen, formerly Member of Con- 
gress, and American Minister to Naples. Philadelphia : J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co. 1860. 12mo. pp. 528. 

The theme of Mr. Owen's book is one of the deepest interest to all men 
of all generations. Hardly has the man lived who has not approached 
with awe, and commenced with anxious thought, the contemplation of 
" the boundary of another world." The questions that arise, when once 
the mind dwells there, however briefly, are solemn and tender, and at 
the same time subtile and difficult of solution ; and of the many writers 
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who have attempted to solve them, we know of none who has entered 
on his task with a more truly reverent spirit, or proceeded in his dis- 
cussion in a more calm, cautious, and impartial temper, than the author 
of this volume. One who has had his soul vexed in reading the huge 
mass of false reasoning, and extravagant statement, and audacious pre- 
sumption, and, we must add, unscrupulous falsehood, that has been given 
to the public in the few years past in the cause of what is called " Spirit- 
ualism," will turn over the pages of this book with a satisfaction 
heightened almost to intensity by the contrast. "We have in it a 
careful examination of the facts which are thought to prove the reality 
of what Mr. Owen calls ultramundane influences on the soul of man. 
The facts and reasoning are arranged in proper order under the several 
heads of Sleep, Dreams, Haunting, Apparitions of the Living and of the 
Dead, and the Indications of Retribution and Guardianship ; and are pre- 
ceded by a fair and judicious exposition of the true method of inquiry 
into such matters. With no attempt to support a theory, the facts are 
carefully sifted, the evidence for them not overstated, and their true 
bearing as proofs clearly and not extravagantly indicated. The author 
seems in earnest, but it is in the search for truth. He shows no traces 
of the fanaticism which almost always possesses men who pursue such 
investigations. His treatise is rather a judicial argument, than the 
plea of an advocate, or party. The eminent fairness of mind, which 
is apparent on all the pages of this book, will give it a currency, and 
an influence also, which very few essays on this subject have ever 
enjoyed. The author's manifest aim, to derive from the whole dis- 
cussion a new, and, if true, a most powerful argument for the future 
existence of the soul of man,, will also aid both its popularity and its 
effectiveness. 



4. — Commentaries on the Laws of England, in Four Boohs. By Sir 
William Blackstone, Knt., one of the Justices of his Majesty's 
Court of Common Pleas, with Notes selected from the Editions of 
Archbold, Christian, Coleridge, Chitty, Stewart, Kerr, and others, 
Baron Field's Analysis, and Additional Notes, and a Life of the 
Author. By Geokge Sharswood, Professor of Law in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. In two Volumes. Philadelphia: Childs 
and Peterson. 1859. 8vo. pp. 811, 739. Index, 30 columns. 

It has long been known to the profession, that Judge Sharswood of 
Philadelphia was assiduously engaged upon a new edition of Blackstone, 
which the changes in statute-law rendered a necessity to the legal stu- 
dent, and we are pleased to have before us the results of his protracted 
labors. 



